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1. Overview 
 

To celebrate the international year of biodiversity, IUCN and the Tourism and Protected Area Specialist 

Group of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas jointly organized an event on tourism and 

biodiversity this November during the World Travel Market’s World Responsible Tourism Day in London. 

 

Four representatives from different sectors of the tourism industry were asked to discuss and debate 

what has been achieved by their companies in the realm of biodiversity conservation, what challenges 

have been encountered and why conservation makes good business sense for them. The panelists were 

Matthias Leisinger from Kuoni, the leading travel organization in the world, Andrew Rettalack from 

&Beyond, the leader in luxury and adventure travel and safaris, Rob Moffet from Wilderness Safaris, a 

conservation organization and tourism company operating in Southern Africa and Barbara Powell from 

Marriot International, a leading worldwide hospitality company. Dr Anna Spenceley from the IUCN 

Tourism and Protected Areas Specialist Group chaired the session.  

 

One of the highlights of the discussion was that tourism not only provides considerable financial support 

for conservation, but also helps to protect endangered species and vulnerable ecosystems. For instance, 

both &Beyond and Wilderness Safaris are responsible for protecting and conserving large areas of land 

in Africa and supporting the activities of conservation organizations through the collection of park fees 

and the payment of leases.  Meanwhile, Marriott is helping to protect 1.4 million acres of the Amazon 

rainforest by funding a Reduced Emissions from Degradation and Deforestation (REDD) project. Kuoni 

on the other hand has been protecting marine resources in two of their key destinations through coral 

reefs monitoring activities and awareness raising campaigns.  

 



With regards to challenges to biodiversity conservation, finances constrained doing more, particularly in 

the current economic climate. Another challenge pertained to the regulatory and political environment 

in the host country which often prevents companies from being proactive in protecting natural 

resources.  The operators mentioned that lack of information on how to conserve areas, and the 

complexity of issues relating to biodiversity sometimes make it difficult to do the right thing. 

 

Nevertheless, the tourism experts agreed that protecting biodiversity makes good business sense for the 

tourism industry as a whole, especially considering that this industry is so reliant on healthy ecosystems. 

Moreover, biodiversity-friendly practices are considered to increase brand exposure and development in 

key markets and to help position companies as sustainability leaders. The four panellists also agreed 

that such practices contribute to the longevity of their business and open doors for building new 

relationships with government officials, non-profit organizations and potential customers. 

 

2. Presentations from the event 
 

To view the event documents  including the agenda, presentations and bios of the speakers, please see: 

http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/business/bbp_our_work/tourism/other_activities/wtm_

2010/  

 

To listen to a podcast of the event, please go to: 

http://www.wtmlondon.com/page.cfm/link=653 

 

Planeta.com for the press release and link to the podcast: 

http://planeta.wikispaces.com/wtm 
 
Twitter 
http://twitter.com/#!/ronmader/status/17227714385674240 

 

3. Further information 
 

For more information about the IUCN and tourism, please see: 

http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/business/bbp_our_work/tourism/  

 

For more information about the Tourism and Protected Areas Specialist Group, please see: 

http://www.iucn.org/about/union/commissions/wcpa/wcpa_what/wcpa_capacity/wcpa_tourismtf/  

 

4. Participants in the session 
 

Title Firstname Surname Email address Company 

Mr 
Juan 
Marco Alvarez juan_marco.alvarez@iucn.org IUCN 

Ms Veronika Bejar pheld@osec.ch 
Ultimate Voyages (Chaparri 
Lodge) 

Mr Simon Collier lucyl@wilderness.co.za Wilderness Safaris 

Mr Gehan 
de Silva 
Wijeyeratne gehan.desilva.w@gmail.com Jetwing 

Miss Corinne Doff yemen@dunira.com Yemen Tourism Promotion Board 

 



Contd. 

Title Firstname Surname emailaddress Company 

Mr Yusuf Duman kadir@northcyprus.cc 
Cyprus Turkish Karpaz Ecoturizm 
Association 

Miss Hanna Dusza hannadusza@gmail.com Atlantic Whale Foundation 

Mr Frederik Fabricius ffa@groenlandica.org Groenlandica 

Mr Tim Fairhurst tfairhurst@etoa.org 
European Tour Operators 
Association (ETOA) 

Mrs Silvia Forcadell sforcadell@diputaciodetarragona.cat 
TERRES DE L'EBRE - Tarragona 
Province Tourist Board 

Ms Lybanor Godio lgodio@elnidoresorts.com El Nido Resorts 

Mr Renato Gregorini rgregorini@pachijalreserve.com Reserva Ecologica Pachijal 

Mr Brandon Kemp Brandonk@wilderness.co.bw Wilderness Safaris Botswana 

Mr 
A.H.H. 
(Naut) Kusters n.kusters@eceat-projects.org Cbi - Community Based Tourism 

Mr Matthias Leisinger matthias.leisinger@kuoni.com Kuoni Travel Holding Ltd. 

Mr Nini Jeffry Mabunda myriam.vanhooren@wes.be WES 

Prof Douglas MacMillan hossac@kent.ac.uk University of Kent 

Dr Rowan Mactaggart rowan.mactaggart@gmail.com Darnborough Solutions 

Mr Alessandro Maliardi alessandromaliardi@gmail.com Reserva Ecologica Pachijal 

Mrs Hannah Messerli HMESSERLI@WORLDBANK.ORG The World Bank 

Mr Neil Mukherjee mukherjee_neil@yahoo.co.uk Freelance 

Ms Belen Navarro bnavarro@botswanatourism.org.uk Botswana Tourism Organisation 

Mrs  Noorul noorul@tourismselangor.org Tourism Selangor 

Mr Mzee Nsibande marketing@biggameparks.org Ministry of Tourism 

Ms Magdalena Osmola mosmola@etoa.org 
European Tour Operators 
Association (ETOA) 

Mr Marc Reading debbie@wildfrontiers.com Wild Frontiers (Pty) Ltd 

Mrs Sadie 
Siviter de 
Paucar sadie@islandanalysis.com Island Analysis Ltd 

Mr Albert Teo yumoi@borneoecotours.com Borneo Eco Tours Sdn Bhd 

Mrs Magia Tsokli trade@gnto.co.uk Greece 

Mr Chris Warren john.harvey@environment.gov.au Booderee National Park 

Mr Grant Woodrow bnavarro@botswanatourism.org.uk Wilderness Safaris  

 

 

 


